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By JIMDING 35 the active rail line.
StaffWetter Skulsky said because of
the presence of the ralroad,
Tt may takea full yearfor  thereare complex regula-
construction to beginonthe  tions that have to be fol-
second legof the Greater  lowed.
Hazleton Ralls-to-Trails hik- “We could also get a right-
ing and biking project of-way from the railroad,
The Greater Hazleton and turn itover to the
Area Civic Partnership, municipality” Skulsky said.
which is overseeing con- The all-volunteer Civic
struction of the trail,
recetved approval to com- which has been spearhead-
bine three project grants, ing development of the trail,
said Executive Director Bob  started the process in 2001. It
took about three years to
118 s good news,” Skul- and build the first four
“Wehave beentry-  milesof the trail, from East
mcmaﬁntmspohxtfur Broad Street to the Ashmore
we'll be section of Hazle Township,
under contractbytheendof  Skulsky said the first step
the year, and begin to build s drawing from grant
efther Jate this year or spring  funds for engineering work.
of 2011." The Partnership has
Engineers are preparinga  received a $220,000 federal
request for proposals for the tion Enhance-
1 HATX " trails ment Act grant to build
project, Skulsky said the pedestrian bridge, &
. $70,000 TEA grant for
*“To get ready for the RFF  engineering for the
we have to hire a consultant  bridge, and a $295,000 state
to develop the bid "  Department of Conserva-
Skulsky said. “Itsacomplex  tion and Natural Resourc-
project for a number of rea-  es grant to build the trail,
sons.” picking it up at Ashmore
The Cabot Corp, theown-  and taking
erof theland wheretheforr  ittothe
mer plantislocat: Hazlebrook
ed, will provide space forthe  section of
two new miles of trail. Leas- Hazle
ing theland would require  Township.
approval through the state
Public Utili-
ty Commis-
sion because
of the rail
road, adding
“six months
to the proj-
ect,” Skulsky
sald. Anoth-
er option is
obtaining an
easement
from Norfolk
Southern
Railroad, for
permission
tobuilda
pedestrian
overpass for
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leg, but the last leg of the
trail—a 16-mile swatch from
Hazleton to the Lehigh

Garden project
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